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tendom, we may still urge that if the test of saintship is
sacrifice of self, entire dependence on invisible power, and
passionate devotion to " the poorest, the lowliest, and the
lost," few men have lived, carrying so heavy a burden as
this man carried, who more deserved to be enrolled among
the saints of Christ.

It is possible, of course, to urge that he brought his ills
upon himself; that with reasonable care and a more sensible
outlook upon the world, he would have avoided the affliction
which made him sometimes irritable and occasionally ex-
plosive. This, no doubt, is a just charge; but William
Booth would have replied to it that had he been more
cautious and more careful of himself, he would have been
a thousand times more irritable. For he was a man who
could not look calmly upon a distracted world; his tempera-
ment was such that he could not behold misery without
longing to remove it, could not see sin without rushing to
attack it. Other men can survey the sin and suffering of
humanity with an infinite indifference, or, at any rate, with
that dangerous form of faith common to leisured deism,
which sings of God in His Heaven, unconscious of God
immanent in humanity; but William Booth felt that he
had to work, felt that he had to do something, felt that he.
was definitely charged by God with the work to which he
set his hand. How could such a man be philosophical and
detached? How could he take care of himself?

Mrs. Booth, as the reader will remember, was critical of
some methods of revivalism in the days of her first en-
counter with William Booth; but she ultimately accepted
her husband's views, and herself became one of the most
powerful and persuasive exponents of those views. If one
would have a defence of revivalism, she has given it in a
few sentences which not only are a veritable defence of such
methods, but which help one considerably to see into the
minds of these two awakeners.

She says that she would rather have a sudden conversion
than a tardy one. "When men are seen to be wrong, it
must be very desirable to get them right." Here is a man,
she exclaims, who has developed a fixed habit of evil-doing,
of falsehood, impurity, drunkenness, or some other sin.